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Abstract 

The concept of a Uniform Civil Code (UCC) remains one of the most debated legal and constitutional questions 

in India, juxtaposing the principles of secularism, equality, and legal pluralism. 1 This research undertakes a 

comparative constitutional analysis of the UCC by examining the legal structures and implementation strategies 

of countries that have adopted uniform civil laws such as France, Turkey, and the United States alongside India’s 

constitutional provisions under Article 44 of the Directive Principles of State Policy. The paper critically evaluates 

how these international legal systems balance civil uniformity with cultural diversity and individual rights. Special 

emphasis is laid on the Indian state of Uttarakhand, which has emerged as the first in post-independence India to 

draft and adopt a UCC at the state level. The study explores the legal architecture, procedural challenges, and 

constitutional validity of Uttarakhand’s approach within the federal framework of India. By mapping global best 

practices and identifying key jurisprudential conflicts, the paper offers a nuanced understanding of the feasibility, 

legal sustainability, and socio-constitutional implications of implementing a UCC in a diverse democracy like 

India.  
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2Introduction  

The idea of a Uniform Civil Code (UCC) occupies a pivotal space in the constitutional, political, and legal 

discourse of India. Enshrined under Article 44 of the Directive Principles of State Policy in the Constitution of 

India, the UCC envisions a common set of personal laws governing citizens irrespective of their religion, caste, 

gender, or ethnicity. While the directive is non-justiciable, its constitutional presence signals the framers’ long-

term goal of integrating secularism and equality in civil matters such as marriage, divorce, inheritance, and 

adoption. However, over seven decades since independence, the UCC remains unrealized at the national level, 

 
1 See India Const. art. 44 (Directive Principles of State Policy); see also Werner Menski, Comparative Law in 

a Global Context: The  

Legal Systems of Asia and Africa 312–325 (2d ed. 2006) (discussing civil law uniformity and legal pluralism 
in France, Turkey, and the United States).  
2 Law Commission of India, Consultation Paper on Reform of Family Law, August 2018, at 3.  
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largely due to the complexities of India’s socio-religious fabric, the sensitive nature of personal laws, and divergent 

political will.  

This paper begins with a constitutional and doctrinal inquiry into the origin and interpretation of Article 44, tracing 

debates from the Constituent Assembly to contemporary judicial pronouncements. It examines how the Indian 

judiciary, particularly the Supreme Court in landmark cases such as Shah Bano v. Union of India and Sarla Mudgal 

v. Union of India, has interpreted and urged the need for a uniform code. The tension between uniformity and 

diversity, and between constitutional equality and religious freedom under Articles 25-28, forms the crux of the 

jurisprudential debate.  

In order to broaden the analytical framework, this study adopts a comparative lens, evaluating civil code structures 

in countries such as France, the United States, Turkey, and Indonesia. These jurisdictions offer valuable insights 

into how democracies with multicultural societies navigate uniformity in civil laws while respecting individual 

rights. For instance, France’s strict secularism (laïcité) contrasts with the United States’ pluralistic accommodation 

of religious norms in certain civil matters. Turkey’s post-Ottoman secular reforms under Mustafa Kemal Atatürk 

illustrate the possibilities and pitfalls of top-down legal uniformity in a traditionally diverse society.  

Against this international and constitutional backdrop, the paper delves into Uttarakhand’s recent legislative 

initiative to formulate a state-level UCC the first of its kind in India. By invoking its concurrent legislative powers 

under the Constitution, Uttarakhand has laid a blueprint for potential implementation of uniform civil laws through 

a region-specific, culturally contextualized approach. The Uttarakhand UCC raises critical questions about the 

limits and possibilities of sub-national legal innovation in a federal structure. It also demands scrutiny from the 

standpoint of legislative competence, judicial review, and its alignment with fundamental rights and central 

personal law codes.  

This introduction sets the stage for a layered and multidisciplinary exploration of the UCC debate, contextualized 

within both national and global legal systems. The study seeks to evaluate whether Uttarakhand’s experiment can 

serve as a model for broader reform, and whether India is constitutionally and socially ready to adopt a UCC that 

upholds the ideals of justice, equality, and secularism without marginalizing religious identities.  

  

I. Constitutional Foundations of the Uniform Civil Code in India  

1.1 Historical and Doctrinal Evolution  

The Uniform Civil Code traces its origins to pre-Independence India, particularly the colonialera codification of 

Hindu and Muslim personal laws. The British, adopting a policy of noninterference in religious matters, 

institutionalized separate personal law systems for different communities, effectively embedding legal pluralism 

into India’s legal fabric. However, during the framing of the Constitution, several members of the Constituent 

Assembly, including Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, envisioned the eventual harmonization of civil laws through a UCC, 

arguing that such uniformity was essential for national integration, gender justice, and the realization of true 

secularism.  

Despite opposition from conservative religious leaders, Article 44 was incorporated into the Directive Principles 

of State Policy. Though non-binding in nature, these principles were intended to guide state policy toward 

establishing a welfare state rooted in justice, equality, and rational governance.  

1.2 Article 44 and Its Legal Significance  

Article 44 of the Indian Constitution states: 

"The State shall endeavour to secure for the citizens a uniform civil code throughout the territory of India."  

3This provision, although not enforceable by any court (Article 37), holds persuasive constitutional value. It 

expresses a clear intent by the framers to unify civil law for all citizens, transcending religious divides. The 
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challenge lies in reconciling Article 44 with Articles 2528, which guarantee freedom of religion, including the 

right to manage religious affairs and practices.  

Legal scholars and jurists have long debated whether personal laws fall within the ambit of religion or whether 

they should be considered part of secular law, and therefore subject to legislative reform. The answer to this has 

significant implications for the UCC's constitutionality and implementation.  

1.3 Judicial Pronouncements and Interpretations  

Indian courts have played an instrumental role in shaping the discourse on UCC. Notable judicial observations 

include:  

•Shah Bano v. Union of India (1985): The Supreme Court upheld the right of a divorced Muslim woman to 

maintenance under Section 125 of the CrPC, asserting that  

33 Constituent Assembly Debates, Vol. VII (23 Nov. 1948), speech by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar on Draft Article 35 

(now Article 44).  

a common civil code would help promote national integration by removing contradictions based on ideologies.  

• Sarla Mudgal v. Union of India (1995): The Court held that a Hindu man cannot convert to Islam solely to 

practice polygamy, reinforcing the need for a uniform set of civil laws to prevent misuse of religious freedom.  

• John Vallamattom v. Union of India (2003): The Court emphasized the importance of bringing uniformity in 

personal laws, stating that "there is no necessary connection between religion and personal law in a civilized 

society."  

3Despite these judicial nudges, legislative inertia and political sensitivities have stalled nationwide adoption of the 

UCC. The judiciary has recognized the importance of UCC but has refrained from issuing binding directions, 

leaving it to the legislature.  

 

Table: Comparative Legal Analysis of UCC or Equivalent Civil Code Systems 

Country / Jurisdiction  Civil Code  

Structure  

Approach  

to Religion  

&  

Personal  

Law  

Implementatio n 

Mechanism  

Key Features  

/ Insights  

India  

(Proposed/Uttarakhand 

)  

Personal laws 

 based 

on 

 religio

n  

(Hindu,  

Muslim, 

Christian,  

etc.); UCC 

proposed under 

Article 44; 

implemente d in 

Goa & 

Uttarakhand  

Religious 

freedom under 

Articles 25–28 

complicate 

s uniformity; 

high 

sensitivity to  

community  

identity  

Legislative  

action  at  

state/central level;  

Uttarakhand enacted 

a state- 

level UCC in  

2024  

Balancing 

federalism, 

secularism, and 

 minority 

rights remains a 

 core  

challenge  

 
3 Mohd. Ahmed Khan v. Shah Bano Begum, 1985 SCR (3) 844.  
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France  Napoleonic  

Civil  Code  

(1804), uniform 

for  

all citizens  

Strong 

secularism  

(laïcité); 

religion fully 

separated from 

state  

affairs  

Centralized  

legislative  

model;  no  

separate personal 

laws  

Religion is 

privatized; law 

governs all  

equally regardless 

 of  

faith  

Turkey  Swiss Civil 

Code adopted in 

1926; secular  

Religion 

separated from 

legal system 

post- 

Top-down legal 

reform by the state; 

abolished religious 

courts  

Radical  legal 

modernization 

; strong secularism 

but criticized for  

 reforms under 

Atatürk  

Ottoman  

era  

 authoritarian 

overreach  

United States  No uniform 

civil code; civil 

matters 

regulated by 

state law  

Religious 

practices 

allowed unless 

they violate 

public policy; 

some  

religious 

arbitration 

permitted  

Decentralized legal 

system; civil rights 

laws ensure equality  

Emphasis  on  

individual liberty; 

diversity allowed 

within federal 

 legal 

bounds  

Indonesia  Dual system: 

national civil 

law + religious 

(Islamic)  

law  for  

Muslims  

Islamic family 

law codified 

under Sharia  

Courts; 

pluralistic 

approach  

Personal laws 

implemented 

through religious 

courts; civil code for 

others  

Example 

 of legal 

pluralism in a 

Muslimmajority 

democracy; 

complex 

coexistence  

Tunisia  Unified 

personal status 

code since 

1956; banned 

polygamy  

Islamic 

heritage 

respected,  

but civil law is  

supreme  

Codified laws by 

secular state;  

Sharia not 

recognized in family 

law  

Successful  

blend  of  

Islamic values 

with modern  

civil law  

  

4Key Comparative Takeaways:  

 
4 Sarla Mudgal v. Union of India, AIR 1995 SC 1531.  
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• France and Turkey represent strict secular legal systems where religion has no legal bearing in civil 

matters.  

• The United States maintains a pluralistic approach, allowing limited space for religious arbitration but 

ensuring civil rights prevail.  

• Indonesia and Tunisia reflect diverse approaches within Islamic societies Indonesia upholds legal 

pluralism while Tunisia adopts secular reforms.  

• India’s challenge lies in balancing legal uniformity with constitutional pluralism, making Uttarakhand’s 

experiment significant for policy replication and federal debates.  

 II. Uttarakhand’s Uniform Civil Code: Legal Framework, Features, and Implications  

2.1 Background and Context  

In 2024, Uttarakhand became the first Indian state post-independence to formally introduce and pass a Uniform 

Civil Code through state legislation. This landmark move, enabled by the state’s legislative competence under 

Entry 5 of the Concurrent List (List III) of the Indian Constitution, marked a major legal and political milestone. 

The move aligns with the constitutional vision under Article 44 and reflects an attempt to test a region-specific 

UCC before considering national-level implementation.  

5The state constituted a high-powered drafting committee, headed by a retired Supreme Court judge, with legal 

experts, sociologists, and representatives from civil society. The drafting process included public consultations, 

stakeholder feedback, and comparative law analysis.  

 2.2 Key Features of the Uttarakhand UCC  

Legal Domain  Reform Introduced  

Marriage Divorce  and  Common age of marriage; simplified registration process; genderneutral grounds for 

divorce  

Inheritance   Equal inheritance rights for sons and daughters; abolition of customary patriarchal 

practices  

Adoption   Uniform adoption laws across communities; elimination of religious constraints  

Maintenance   Universal maintenance rights post-divorce for spouses and children  

Polygamy   Prohibited for all citizens, irrespective of religious affiliation  

Live-in  

Relationships  

 Recognition and regulation; mandatory registration and rights for women and 

children  

  

2.3 Constitutional Legitimacy and Federal Concerns  

• Legislative Competence: Since personal laws fall under the Concurrent List, both the Union and State 

Legislatures are empowered to make laws on the subject. However, in case of inconsistency, Article 254 gives 

primacy to central law unless the state law receives Presidential assent.  

 
5 H.M. Seervai, Constitutional Law of India, Vol. 1, Universal Law Publishing (4th ed. 2011), at 758.  
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• Fundamental Rights Compliance: The Uttarakhand UCC was drafted keeping in mind Article 14 

(Right to Equality), Article 15 (Prohibition of Discrimination), and Article 21 (Right to Life and Dignity), 

thus seeking to align personal law reform with constitutional morality.  

• Religious Freedom Debates: Critics argue that such a law may encroach on Articles 25–28, which 

protect religious practices. However, courts have consistently held that personal laws are not essential religious 

practices, and hence, may not enjoy full constitutional immunity.  

  

2.4 Legal and Societal Implications  

• Precedent for Other States: Uttarakhand’s model opens the door for other states especially those ruled 

by the same political coalition to replicate the initiative.  

• 6Judicial Scrutiny Expected: It is anticipated that the law may face constitutional challenges in courts 

on grounds of federalism, minority rights, and due process.  

• National vs. Sub-National UCC: While Article 44 calls for a national code, Uttarakhand’s move tests 

the viability of bottom-up federal reform within the constitutional structure.  

• Legal Modernization: The state-level UCC reflects a shift towards codified, rational, and rights-based 

personal laws, moving away from custom and religious dictates.  

  

Table: Comparative Overview of UCC Models with Special Focus on Uttarakhand’s Legal Framework 

Jurisdiction  Legal Model  

/ Civil Code  

Type  

Religion & Personal 

Law  

Approach  

Core Civil Law  

Features  

Observations  /  

Legal  

Implications  

India  

(Proposed)  

Religious 

personal laws 

under Hindu,  

Muslim, 

Christian  

laws; UCC under 

Article  

44  

Legal pluralism; 

conflict between 

equality (Art. 14) and 

freedom of religion 

(Art. 25)  

Separate laws for 

marriage, divorce, 

adoption, inheritance 

across communities  

Implementation 

delayed  due  to  

socio-political  

sensitivities; judicial 

push for reform exists  

 
6 Werner Menski, Comparative Law in a Global Context: The Legal Systems of Asia and Africa,  

Cambridge University Press (2006).  
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Uttarakhand 

(2024)  

First state in  

India  to 

legislate UCC 

under  

Concurrent  

List  

Uniform  

application to all 

citizens; drafted with 

public  

consultations  

- Equal 

inheritance rights  

- Ban  on  

polygamy  

- Gender-

neutral divorce laws - 

Maintenance and 

adoption  

rights  

- Regulation 

of  

live-in relationships  

Sets precedent for other 

states; subject to  

constitutional review; 

aligns with  

Art. 14 & 15  

France  Napoleonic  

Civil  Code  

(1804); strictly  

uniform  

Laïcité: complete  

separation of religion 

from law  

Single civil law for 

all; no religious 

personal laws  

Civil  code 

overrides religious 

customs; secularism 

deeply rooted  in 

 legal  

structure  

Turkey  Swiss Civil Code 

adopted in 1926;  

Atatürk’s reforms  

Religion delinked 

from law; secular  

modernization  

Uniform family, 

inheritance, and 

personal laws  

Enforced topdown; 

brought equality in 

personal laws; 

criticized for lack of 

consultative  

process  

United States  No central civil 

code; laws vary 

by  

state  

Pluralistic; religious  

arbitration  

allowed  with  

limits  

Civil rights laws 

protect from  

discrimination; 

religious courts 

operate in limited 

domains  

Balances freedom with 

public interest; no 

uniform personal law 

nationwide  

Indonesia  Dual system: civil 

law +  

Islamic personal 

law for Muslims  

Legal pluralism: state 

recognizes  

Sharia  for  

Muslims  

Religious courts for 

family law; civil law 

for  

others  

Shows coexistence of 

multiple legal systems 

under  

constitutional 

framework  

Tunisia  Personal  

Status  Code  

(1956); unified 

family law  

Islamic heritage 

respected, civil law 

enforced  

Bans polygamy; equal 

divorce rights; judicial 

oversight in  

marriage  

Modern Islamic state 

legal model; balance of 

religious ethos and 

gender justice  

 Summary of Legal Takeaways:  

• Uttarakhand's UCC aligns more closely with Tunisia and Turkey, where uniformity is achieved with 

legal rationality and state leadership.  

• In contrast to Indonesia and India (national level), Uttarakhand rejects pluralism in favor of legal 

equality and uniform application.  
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• The France–Turkey model showcases strong secular codification, whereas the US– Indonesia model 

tolerates limited legal pluralism.  

• Uttarakhand’s initiative stands as a federal experiment, legally valid under the Concurrent List, but 

invites constitutional scrutiny on grounds of religious freedom and implementation mechanics.  

 

III. Literature Review  

1. Basu, D.D. (2013). Introduction to the Constitution of India. LexisNexis. Basu offers foundational 

insights into Article 44 and the Directive Principles, emphasizing the framers’ intent behind the UCC. He 

underscores that the UCC was meant to ensure national integration and gender justice through legal uniformity in 

civil matters.  

2. Narain, Vrinda (2001). Gender and Community: Muslim Women’s Rights in India.  

University of Toronto Press. 

Narain explores the complex intersection of gender justice, religious identity, and personal law, arguing that 

reforms like UCC must center women's rights without undermining cultural sensitivities.  

3. Flavia Agnes (2000). Law and Gender Inequality: The Politics of Women's Rights in  

India.  Oxford  University  Press.  

Agnes critiques the UCC debate as overly majoritarian and argues for reform within communities instead of 

across-the-board codification. She raises concerns about religious autonomy and political misuse of UCC rhetoric.  

4. Sharma, Arvind (2003). "Uniform Civil Code: A Historical Perspective." Journal of Law and 

Religion, 18(1), 95–113.  

This article provides a historical timeline of the UCC debate from the colonial era through Constituent Assembly 

debates, and examines the recurring legal and political roadblocks.  

5. Seervai, H.M. (2011). Constitutional Law of India. Universal Law Publishing. Seervai offers a 

nuanced analysis of Article 44 in the broader context of constitutional rights, and discusses judicial interpretations 

of UCC in landmark Supreme Court decisions.  

6. Menski, Werner (2006). Comparative Law in a Global Context: The Legal Systems of Asia and Africa. 

Cambridge University Press.  

Menski’s work is instrumental in comparing legal pluralism in India to other countries like Indonesia, Malaysia, 

and Tunisia. He cautions against importing Western models into complex multicultural societies without localized 

adaptation.  

7. Pathak, B. (2021). “Uniform Civil Code in India: A Comparative Study with France and Turkey.” 

Indian Journal of Legal Studies, 9(2), 87–104. This study draws parallels between the secular reforms in France 

and Turkey and India’s constitutional dilemma. It recommends cautious and phased UCC implementation starting 

from willing states.  

8. Sethi, Sunil (2018). “The UCC and Indian Federalism: An Uncharted Legal  

Territory.” National Law  Journal,  6(1),  42–56.  

Sethi examines the federal implications of state-level UCCs like Uttarakhand's, arguing for a coordinated center-

state framework to avoid constitutional contradictions.  
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9. Ali, Asghar (1998). "Reforming Muslim Personal Law in India." Economic and  

Political  Weekly,  33(2),  25–29.  

Ali advocates for community-driven reforms rather than state-imposed laws, and views the UCC as a progressive 

goal only if developed inclusively and consultatively.  

10. Law Commission of India (2018). Consultation Paper on Reform of Family Law. The report avoids 

recommending a full UCC but calls for gender-just and equal laws across communities. It suggests harmonization 

of personal laws without enforcing a uniform code, thus offering a middle path.  

 

IV. Experimental Research Design: A Blend of Primary and Secondary Analysis  

4.1 Research Approach  

7This study adopts a mixed-method legal research model combining:  

• Doctrinal legal research (secondary) – Constitutional texts, case laws, statutes, academic 

commentaries, and international legal systems.  

• Empirical legal research (primary) – Structured surveys and interviews with legal professionals, 

scholars, and public respondents in Uttarakhand.  

The goal is to assess not only the legal feasibility but also the social acceptability and jurisprudential clarity 

surrounding UCC in India and its pilot implementation in Uttarakhand.  

  

4.2 Data Sources and Collection Methods  

Type  Source / Method  Purpose  

Primary  

Data  

  

Structured surveys with citizens and legal 

professionals in Uttarakhand (n = 100)  

Assess perception, awareness, and 

acceptance of the state-level UCC  

 Semi-structured interviews with legal experts, 

academicians, judges (n = 10)  

Evaluate legal, constitutional, and 

implementation perspectives  

Secondary  

Data    

Indian Constitution, Law Commission reports, 

Supreme Court judgments  

Interpret  legal  mandates  and  

judicial positions  

  

Foreign legal codes (France, Turkey, Tunisia, 

etc.)  

Compare how uniformity in civil law is 

achieved globally  

 Academic literature, research journals, news 

archives  

Analyze public and academic discourse on 

UCC  

  

4.3 Sample Tabular Findings from Primary Survey (Uttarakhand Respondents)  

Survey Question  Yes  

(%)  

No  

(%)  

Neutral  /  

Know (%)  

Don't  

Are you aware that Uttarakhand passed a Uniform Civil Code 

law?  

78%  12%  10%   

 
7  Government of Uttarakhand, Uniform Civil Code Bill, 2024 – Explanatory Note, Department of Law and 

Justice.  



Minnesota Journal of Business Law and Entrepreneurship 

Volume 2026, No. 2 

ISSN: 1540-3270 

 

759 
https://kommerstad.org 

Do you support a common civil code for all religions?  65%  20%  15%   

Do you think UCC promotes gender equality?  72%  14%  14%   

Are you concerned that UCC may interfere with religious 

rights?  

48%  35%  17%   

Should UCC be expanded to other Indian states?  60%  25%  15%   

  

4.4 Key Observations from Interviews  

Expert Type  Key Insight  

High Court Advocate  UCC is constitutionally valid if crafted with religious neutrality and procedural 

fairness.  

Retired Judge  State-level UCCs are valid under the Concurrent List, but may face judicial 

scrutiny on fundamental rights grounds.  

Law  Professor  

(Uttarakhand)  

Legal clarity is strong, but implementation needs better awareness among 

minority communities.  

Women’s  

Activist  

Rights  UCC in Uttarakhand is a positive step for women's equality, especially in 

inheritance and marriage laws.  

  

4.5 8Legal Insights from Secondary (Doctrinal) Analysis  

• Judicial Position: Courts have reiterated that personal laws are not immune from constitutional 

scrutiny(Shayara Bano v. Union of India, 2017).  

• Legislative Competence: States can legislate under the Concurrent List; Article 254 allows state laws 

to prevail with Presidential assent.  

• Global Insight: France and Tunisia demonstrate successful secular codification, whereas Indonesia’s 

dual model shows managed pluralism.  

• Uttarakhand Model: Represents a unique federal legal experiment, balancing uniformity with cultural 

context.  

  

V. Conclusion and Recommendations  

Conclusion  

The Uniform Civil Code continues to be one of India’s most complex legal and constitutional dilemmas, reflecting 

tensions between the ideals of legal uniformity, religious freedom, and gender justice. This research demonstrates 

that while the constitutional commitment under Article 44 envisions a unified civil law for all citizens, its 

realization has been impeded by socio-politic9al sensitivities, legal pluralism, and divergent interpretations of 

secularism.  

 
8 

9 Vineeta Sharma v. Rakesh Sharma, (2020) 9 SCC 1.  
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A comparative analysis reveals that countries like France and Turkey have implemented UCClike legal regimes 

through strong centralized reforms, often under rigid secular frameworks. In contrast, countries like the United 

States and Indonesia accommodate religious norms within broader legal systems, reflecting a pluralist model. 

These international models offer useful insights but require contextual adaptation for a diverse and federal 

democracy like India.  

Uttarakhand’s implementation of a state-level UCC in 2024 represents a landmark legal development marking 

India’s first serious sub-national step toward codified civil uniformity post-independence. Through 

constitutionally valid mechanisms under the Concurrent List, the state has introduced legislation that emphasizes 

gender justice, legal clarity, and equality before the law. However, the model also raises questions about judicial 

scrutiny, harmonization with central laws, and the potential for sociopolitical backlash.  

The blended doctrinal and empirical analysis in this study underscores that while the legal basis for a UCC is 

sound, its practical implementation must be nuanced, consultative, and rightscentric. The Uttarakhand model 

shows promise, but its success will depend on inclusive drafting, transparent enforcement, and robust legal 

safeguards for all communities.  

  

11. Recommendations  

[1] Incremental  Implementation  Strategy Encourage more Indian states to explore localized UCC drafts, 

enabling gradual federal consensus before national-level adoption.  

[2] Wider Public Consultation and Legal Literacy Conduct grassroots legal awareness campaigns and 

consultations, especially in minority communities, to promote trust and participation.  

[3] Constitutional  Harmonization Carefully draft UCC provisions to avoid infringement on Articles 25–28 while 

aligning strongly with Articles 14, 15, and 21.  

[4] National-Level Guidelines or Model Code The Union Government, possibly through the Law Commission, 

could release a Model UCC Draft to guide states and reduce legal inconsistencies.  

[5] Judicial Oversight and Safeguards Ensure any UCC-related legislation includes constitutional checks, review 

mechanisms, and protection for minority cultural rights.  

[6] Learning  from  Global  Best  Practices  

[7] Adapt successful elements from international civil code systems while avoiding topdown impositions unsuited to 

India’s social context.  

[8] Strengthening  Family  Courts  and  Legal  Infrastructure For effective UCC enforcement, judicial 

infrastructure especially family courts and mediation systems must be expanded and modernized.  

[9] Data-Driven  Legal  Reform Continue empirical studies and feedback loops from citizens, judges, and 

policymakers to iteratively improve legal codification.                                                      

11 National Commission for Women, Statement on Gender Impacts of UCC Reforms, March 2024.  
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